Sunday 5 July 2026, 3:30 p.m.

Theatre of Voices

Paul Hillier, conductor
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Soprano: Else Torp, Kate Brov;ton — Mezzo-soprano: Laura Lamph
Tenor: Paul Bentley-Angell, Jakob Skjoldborg -

Bass/baritone: Jakob Bloch Jespersen

William BYRD (1540 - 1623)
Fantasiaa 6
(c. 1590, orig. for viols, arr. Hillier), 10’

Pelle Gudmundsen-Holmgreen (1932-2016)
Song (1980), 10’

Text: William Shakespeare (sonnet excerpt, adapted)

John Dowland (1563 — 1626)
Flow my tears (from Lachrimae, 1600), 5’

Clément Janequin (1485 - 1558)
Le chant des oiseaux (1528), 6'

Text: Clément Janequin

Pelle Gudmundsen-Holmgreen (1932-2016)
6 Simple Danish Songs (2005), 10’

i.  Spring Night
ii.  Sleeping Girl
iii. My New Dress
iv.  Child, Rosy-Cheeked
V.  Poem with Not
vi.  That in Pictures

Texts by Tove Ditlevsen, Charlotte Strandgaard, Vagn
Steen and Jess @rnsbo

Orlando GIBBONS (1583-1625) /
John TAVENER (1944-2013)

GIBBONS: The Cries of London, Part | — 4’
TAVENER: In trouble and adversity — 2’
GIBBONS: The Cries of London, Part il - 3’

15:30 Theatre of Voices
20:00 Kristian Bezuidenhout, Hammerklaver
22:30 Anna Colom, cantaora og Victor Franco, guitar
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Voices Across the Centuries

Theatre of Voices comes to Hindsgavl Festival
with a programme curated by Paul Hillier, in
which early English music is reflected in modern
vocal and text-based music.

The programme centres on polyphony, text and
human expression in different historical forms.
William Byrd’s Fantasia a 6 (c. 1590), originally
written for viols and here arranged for voices by
Paul Hillier, opens the programme with finely
woven counterpoint, the voices moving as a
single breath through shifting harmonic spaces.

John Dowland’s Flow my tears (from Lachrimae,
1600) is presented in its full version, with text
and without cuts. The work serves as an
emotional centre of the programme — a lament
in which Renaissance rhetoric and musical
gesture are still experienced directly and
immediately.

Clément Janequin’s Le chant des oiseaux (1528)
brings a different energy to the programme: an
early sonic fantasy of nature, in which birdsong
is imitated, exaggerated and orchestrated within
an almost theatrical vocal space. Here, the voice
becomes both image and sound, and nature is
translated into musical play.

Pelle Gudmundsen-Holmgreen’s Song (1980)
and 6 Simple Danish Songs (2005) anchor the
concert in a modern Danish musical language. In
Gudmundsen-Holmgreen's  music, textual
fragments by, among others, Shakespeare, Tove
Ditlevsen and contemporary Danish writers meet
in a precisely measured, often understated
musical form. This is music in which simplicity
becomes incisive, and spoken language
constantly balances between the concrete and
the abstract.

The conclusion gathers the programme’s
historical threads in Orlando Gibbons' The Cries
of London, here in a version interwoven with
John Tavener's In trouble and adversity. The
transition between Gibbons’ urban soundscape
and Tavener’'s more spiritual expression creates

a coherent vocal sequence, in which old street
cries and modern prayers merge into a single
resonant space.

Theatre of Voices

Theatre of Voices is an internationally acclaimed
Danish vocal ensemble, founded in 1990 by the
British conductor, singer and writer Paul Hillier.
The ensemble has released close to 40
recordings and received several awards,
including a Grammy. Since 2004 it has been
based in Denmark and is today regarded as one
of the world’s leading vocal groups.

The repertoire ranges from early notated music
to brand-new vocal art, sound art and opera.
Theatre of Voices has collaborated with a wide
range of composers, including Arvo Part, Steve
Reich, John Adams, Kaija Saariaho,
Stockhausen, Michael Gordon, David Lang, John
Luther Adams, Gudmundsen-Holmgreen, Line
Tjornhgj and Hildur Gudnadéttir. The music has
also found its way into films such as La Grande
Bellezza and Arrival.

Paul Hillier is a central figure in international
vocal music. He founded The Hilliard Ensemble
in 1973 and established Theatre of Voices in
1990 as a flexible ensemble for voices and
instruments. He has worked as a singer,
conductor, composer, festival director and
writer, and has written books on, among others,
Arvo Part and Steve Reich. Hillier was chief
conductor of Ars Nova Copenhagen (2003-
2023) and has received numerous international
honours, including Grammy Awards, an O.B.E.
and the Order of the White Star. He is a Knight of
the Order of the Dannebrog and throughout his
career has been a prominent commissioner and
advocate of new music.
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