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15:30 Quatuor Agate, strygekvartet 
20:00 Trio con Brio Copenhagen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saturday 4 July 2026 at 15:30 

Quatuor Agate  
Adrien Jurkovic, violin – Juliette Beauchamp, violin 

Raphaël Pagnon, viola – Simon Lachemet, cello 
 

 

 

 

Joseph HAYDN (1732–1809) 

Strygekvartet op. 20 nr. 4 i d-mol (1772), 25’ 

i. Allegro di molto e con brio 

ii. Un poco adagio affettuoso 

iii. Menuet alla Zingarese 

iv. Fuga a quattro soggetti: Allegro 

 

Erich Wolfgang KORNGOLD (1897–1957) 

Strygekvartet nr. 2, op. 26 (1933), 25’ 

i. Allegro 

ii. Scherzo. Allegro 

iii. Larghetto 

iv. Finale. Allegro molto e energico 
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About the music and the quartet 

 

Haydn's String Quartet in D minor, Op. 20 No. 

4 is one of the central works in the set of six 

quartets in which he firmly established the 

Classical string quartet as a mature genre. 

Composed in 1772, these works marked a 

decisive step in the quartet's development, not 

least because Haydn here treats counterpoint 

and musical form with a new degree of 

independence and sophistication. The finale, a 

four-part fugue, is particularly striking, 

revealing his experimental spirit and his 

determination to unite the elegance of the 

Classical style with the disciplined polyphony 

of the Baroque. At the same time, the quartet 

is distinguished by the contrast between its 

dark, dramatic outer movements and its more 

lyrical and intimate inner movements, making 

it one of the most nuanced works of Haydn's 

early maturity. 

Korngold's String Quartet No. 2 was 

composed in 1933, at a time when the 

composer was still based in Europe but 

already dividing his career with his 

increasingly important work in Hollywood. The 

music is imbued with the rich late-Romantic 

language familiar from his film scores, here 

distilled into the more concentrated medium 

of chamber music. The quartet combines 

luxuriant melodic invention with sharply 

defined rhythms and a clear sense of formal 

balance across its four movements. The slow 

Larghetto is especially revealing of Korngold's 

gift for creating long, almost vocal melodic 

lines, while the finale brings the work to an 

energetic and brilliantly virtuosic conclusion. 

Together, these two quartets trace an arc from 

the formative years of Viennese Classicism to 

the final flowering of European late 

Romanticism. 

 

 

 

 

QUATUOR AGATE 

For listeners who attended the festival's 

opening day with Quatuor Ébène, the story 

continues here. Quatuor Agate belongs to the 

generation of young string quartets that has 

emerged in the wake of the celebrated French 

ensemble. The four musicians studied with 

members of Quatuor Ébène in Munich while 

also working with the legendary quartet coach 

Eberhard Feltz in Berlin. 

Founded in 2016, Quatuor Agate has rapidly 

established itself as one of Europe's most 

exciting young chamber ensembles. The 

quartet takes its name from Johannes 

Brahms's Second String Sextet, in which the 

composer famously encoded the name of his 

beloved Agathe von Siebold into the music. 

Their admiration for Brahms culminated in 

2024 with the release of their first complete 

recording of his string quartets. 

International recognition soon followed, with 

prizes at competitions including the Banff 

International String Quartet Competition and 

through the Young Classical Artists Trust in 

London. In 2023 the quartet was selected as 

an ECHO Rising Star, leading to performances 

in many of Europe's foremost concert halls, 

including the Philharmonie de Paris, London's 

Barbican Centre, Amsterdam's 

Concertgebouw and the Kölner Philharmonie. 

Quatuor Agate is committed not only to 

preserving the string quartet tradition but also 

to renewing it. Just weeks after the ensemble 

was founded, its members established their 

own festival, CorsiClassic, in Corsica, and they 

continue to work actively to bring chamber 

music to new audiences. In doing so, they 

carry forward not only the artistic ideals of 

their mentors in Quatuor Ébène, but also the 

curiosity, entrepreneurial spirit and passion for 

communication that have made the French 

string quartet tradition one of the most vibrant 

forces in chamber music today. 

Bernard Villaume - https://quatuoragate.com/ 


